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Harms of exposure to IPV:

• Emotional distress

• Manipulation

• Injury from attempts to 
intervene

• Neglect
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National Survey of Children’s Exposure 
to Violence  (NatSCEV)

• 6% of children witnessed IPV in last year

• 25% have witnessed IPV in their lifetime
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National Survey of Children’s Exposure to Violence – 20140-17 years“Summary: The National Survey of Children's Exposure to Violence, funded by the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention and the Centers for Disease Control and Protection, is designed to document the incidence and prevalence of children's exposure to violence, with special emphasis on exposure to domestic and community violence. Phone interviews will be conducted with 4,500 respondents. In addition to measuring a comprehensive range of violence exposures, we will also assess characteristics of individuals, their families, and communities that might influence risk for violence exposure. Further, we will evaluate associations between violence exposure and child mental health.”



• Internalizing behaviors:
– Depression
– Anxiety
– Social withdrawal
– Somatic complaints
– Sleep disturbance

• Externalizing behaviors:
– Aggression
– Hyperactivity
– Rule breaking
– Oppositional behavior
– Bullying
– Violence toward peers 

and/or dating partners
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Above may lead to difficulty with friends, poor school performance, etcMay be a motivator to leave if we can help victims understand the source of their child’s “misbehavior” 



Effects on <3y
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“Exposure to violence during this period of tremendous brain growth may lead to overdevelopment of the fear-driven limbic system and underdevelopment of the frontal and prefrontal cortex.”Elevated cortisol – inhibits hippocampal development – leads to impaired emotional health and learning difficulties



•In homes with IPV… 

> 1/2 of children also maltreated

(Some estimate as high as 70%)
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Before age 18y, kids in homes with IPV are:8x more likely to be neglected10 x more likely to be sexually abused(compared to peers who have not been exposed to IPV)About 1/3 are physically abusedExposure to IPV is one of the biggest risk factors for becoming a perpetrator



• In homes with IPV + child physical abuse:
– Both adults may be violent to child

• Violence by mother may be more predictive of 
children developing violent behavior 
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In most, both partners are violent Theory – bc female violence may be less physically dangerous, that may make it seem more acceptable, leading to acceptance of this behavior as a norm



Women receiving DV services:

• 62-74%    Have companion animals 

• 49-71%   Partner threatened to harm pet

• 46-75%   Partner actually harmed/killed pet

» Ascione 1998; Faver & Strand 2003; Loring & 
Bolden-Hines 2004; Carlisle-Frank et al 2004; 
Ascione 2007; Volant 2008
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6 studiesDefinition of “Owning” pet – either in previous/current relationship or past 12 moFlynn 2000 – left out bc low level of pet ownership reportedRURAL more at risk for delay leaving??  Faver & Strand showed incr number of harmed and more report of delay in leaving among rural victims, but not stat sign



• “Batterers who also abuse their pets are both 
more controlling and use more dangerous 
forms of violence [sexual violence, marital 
rape… and stalking] than batterers who do not.”

» Simmons & Lehmann, 2007.
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Simmons & Lehmann, Journal of Interpersonal Violence. Vol. 22, No. 9, p 1211-1222. 2007.DV which includes animal cruelty may represent especially high-risk relationships



•And they are less likely to be arrested. 
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• Among women whose pet had been harmed… 
– Very close         86.4%
– Liked but not close
– Not close at all

– Felt terrible     85.7%
– Mildly upset
– Didn’t bother me

» Ascione 2007

8/9/2022 13

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Flynn 2000 also found similar result – “battered women whose pets had been abused were more likely to report that their pets had been a very important source of emotional support” 



18-48% Reported that they delayed 
leaving due to concern for safety of 

pets

» Ascione 1998; Faver & Strand 2003; Loring & Bolden-Hines 
2004; Carlisle-Frank et al 2004; Ascione 2007; Volant 2008
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18-48% is from all 6 studies previously reportedAmong those who reported animal abuse:  34% and 65%Carlisle-Frank et al 2004; Ascione 2007
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Questions?        tdubay@iu.edu
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